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ABSTRACT

Human society is changeable. Changes occur atusat@vels of the society. Regarding the Bodo sgciétis
observed that due to impact of modernity the trawi@tl culture of the bodies and their way of liviisggetting changed in
the course of time. Changes may be observed bothaiterial and non-material culture. The factoroesible for
the transformation of the society and culture ampdct of Christianity, Urbanization, Industrialiat, Tribal Community
Development Schemes of the Government agency, Datimcset up of the Nation and new Education polafy
the Government, emergence of Science and TechnaledyCommunication. The study attempts to invetigjae social
context based on writing literary text; and on thme hand considerable insight will be taken intcoant to know
the impact of modernity on Bodo culture. Chieflg thtudy seeks to bring into light various causeisnpfact of modernity

on different aspects of the Bodo culture.
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INTRODUCTION

The bodies are racially and sociologically onehef inost important tribes of the North-Eastern Indaxticularly
of Assam. Assam is the main abode of the BodosidBesAssam there are some Bodo pocket areas ineilghboring
states Meghalaya, Nagaland and West Bengal. Historand anthropologists observed that the Bodo a&&clare the
earliest inhabitants of the Brahmaputra valley.i&fcthe bodies are Mongolian. So, the Bodo cutisra part and parcel

of the great Mongolian culture.

This is important to note that Bodo literature iswRa-day recognized as one of the Indian literature
It has gained a status in the context of literasgigline. From this light literary text may be &@kinto account for critical
discussion from multifarious aspects. Being a meanexpression of human behavior or society as alavthe Bodo
literature is also able to visualize many more gkirof the society and the culture. This is why théper aims at

highlighting changing scenario of the Bodo society.
IN THE LIGHT OF MODERNITY

The English word ‘modern’ comes from the Latin wonabtto’ which means current. The term ‘modernity’
used by Charles Baudelaire in the mid - nineteesthitury. Peter Childs writes, “Modernity is consele to describe a
way of living and of experiencing life which hassan with the changes brought by industrializatiorbanization and
secularization and reformation, fragmentation aagdid change, ephemerality and insecurity. It ineslcertain new

understandings of time and space: speed, molilit;ymunication, travel, dynamism, chaos and CultReaolution.
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Modernity cannot be explained by a single term oMgdernity is considered to describe a way ofnigvand of
experiencing new life. The structure of modernisy multi-dimensional. There are various perspectit®edook at
modernity. Modernity is associated with-industdation, urbanization, development, nation-statepa=acy, capitalism,
superiority of power, growth of bureaucratic orgaions, free market, a developing and expansiogistnomy,
particularly market economy, increasing role ofvaté property, optimism, the search for absoluteedge in sconce,
technology, society and politics, the idea thanig knowledge of the true self was the only fouimtafor all other
knowledge and rationality, dominance of seculartemalist, rationalist and individualist valuesdatne formal separation

of the private from the public.

S.N. Eisenstaedt opined, “historically, modernizatis the process of change towards those typesociél,
economic and political systems that have develap&destern Europe and North America from the sex@mth century to
the nineteenth and have then spread to other Eamopeuntries and in the nineteenth and twentietttucg's to South
American, Asian, and African countries. Modern ardarnizing societies have developed from a greagtyeof different

traditional, pre-modern societie5.”

The famous critic of India Yogendra Singh has adgined, “modernization as a process, in fact, hasem
elasticity of form than traditional. It implies apen world-view which like science undergoes pergleself-falsification
and self-transcendence in its value-structure arsdupates. Comparative studies on modernizaticdhénnew states have
shown that, contrary to stereotyped beliefs, dditrons are not completely displaced by moderiomatWhat follows is
an accretion and transmutation of forfi®ased on this viewpoint the concerned topic wélldiscussed referring literary

text from the Bodo short story.
OBJECTIVES
Following is the objective of the study
* To look into the emerging impact of modernity ondBasociety and culture.

* To analysis the cause and effects of modernity wigads the society to a changing wave. Primatityis to

be analyzed based on the text of the stories of Bd3umatary.
HYPOTHESIS

Human society is dynamic. Change is inevitablesfioary society. Thus, in case of the Bodo socitfg, seen that
the cultural context of the beads is changing a@uanpact of modernity. Also, changes in many aspeétculture e.g.
socio-religion and socioeconomic is to be obsenvgitlly. It may be observed in a wide range thatde the traditional
way of living in modern as well as global contastere the changing scenario of the Bodo society beagbserved if the
text of the short stories is to be analyzed from pierspective of sociology. Chiefly the writer atfgs to depict the
emerging impact of the modernity on the Bodo sgdktough the storytelling and characterizatione Mriter has used

the literary text as the tool of operating viewrgoi

! Eisenstadt, S.NViodernization: Protest and change. New Delhi: Prentice-Hall of India Private Limitd®69.p.1

2 Sing, Yogendra.Modernization of Indian TraditioreMdDelhi: Rawat Publicatios, 2011.Reprinted. p.121

NAAS Rating: 3.10- Articles can be sent teditor@impactjournals.us




| Modernity in Bodo Culture: A Text Oriented Analysis 3 |

METHODOLOGY

The topic has been analyzed based on literaryctdldcted as primary as well as secondary dataefigtonly the
three short stories of Z. D. Basumatary, a renowstedyteller in Bodo, have been taken for data theeed critical
analysis. The secondary data are collected fromewearticles on the concerned topic and books whiehdirectly related
to the study. To acquire information about the Bsdoiety and culture; and about the emerging impaatodernity on
ways of living some related books and articlestaken from a critical study. Collected data haverbanalyzed from a

sociological viewpoint, though data are purelyréity text.
DISCUSSIONS

Z D Basumatary is one of the contemporary shorystgiters in Bodo literature. Z D has contributieeb short
story books. The books are namalgg Phwiphingwn (I will come back, 1997) anMister Hybridni Gwlwmdwi Aew
Mwdwi (Mr. Hybrids sweat and tear, 2005). For the presaudy | have chosen only three short stories,ataMister
Hybridni Gwlwmdwi Arw Mwdwi, Ashokhanda and Bidinthani Lamayao Dandise. These threeshort storiesare
gathered from the story boektitledMister Hybridni Gwlwmdwi Arw Mwdwi) .

In the short storMister Hybridni Gwlwmdwi Arw Mwdwi  (Mr. Hybrids sweat and tear) the writer attempted
to reflect remarkable changes in traditional mindsabit, belief and values of the Bodo societytha story the character
‘Jwngblao’ is a modern cultivator. In the shortrgtave see massive change in the traditional mind$etwngblao.
Jwngblao has taken up the cultivation as the me&esirning on a commercial scale. Jwngblao leatoguroduce more
food not only for consumption in day-to-day lifegthalso for marketing. This is the attitude of mudtors in general in
modern Bodo society. In early days crops were\aititid mainly for domestic consumption not for contiad purpose in
traditional Bodo society. These crops are the rsaurce of cash income for Jwngblao. Earlier the@Bpeople were not
interested in trade and commerce at all. In thésdry text the writer has visualized changingatie of the Bodo society.
As story recounts previously the central charastéhe story was busy in the work of community depenent service for
twelve years. But he has no interest in politiossérvice and contract works. Therefore, sinceflastyears he has been
busy with cultivation. He gets inspiration for ¢udttion from the cultivators of Punjab and Haryalmathe story Jwngblao
is busy in calculating about his new scheme. Helesl that the bodies had a very primitive wayufieation regarding
use of hi-tech-technology, seeds etc. In earligs daltivation was carried on by the crude methpditing down jungles
and trees, setting them on fire, making holes elémd with the help of digging and the sowing deddaditionally the
bodies are a farmer, used wooden Plough, spadewapike-teeth harrow, chopper, etc. For cultorat They could not
think of other means of cultivation, besides covd anwooden plug. In the story Jwngblao cultivatdth vimodern
scientific methods. He uses a tractor, hybrid seeddern methods and modern pesticide for his atltws. Jungle
beliefs, one can earn lacks of money through atitiwm if he cultivates with hybrid seeds and modarientific methods.
So from the beginning he uses hybrid seeds, traatal also uses modern scientific methods foratitn. Looking to his
enthusiasm people call him Mr. Hybrid instead ohdilao. He thinks if other community can live araremoney by
cultivating in barren land, then why not the Bodwonenunity? Why he can’t make the Bodoland seconga®@nThese are
the instances of the changing attitude of somehefenthusiastic people of the Bodo society. Jwrgidaplanning to
cultivate hybrid tomato ‘Obinash-2’. Each samplafdObinash-2’ will give 10 kg to 20 kg tomatoes evhit grows. He is

planning to cultivate Obinash-2 hybrid tomato wefibogus land and planning to earn ten lacks mdnosy this product.
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But his wife ‘Thingini’ has no faith in his new setme; because he failed totally in cabbage cultwagarlier. But this
time he is quite confident with his new schemeh8dries to show his new plan to his wife; and infs if he plants the
Obinash-2 hybrid tomato sapling at a distance offeet, he will able to plant 3600 saplings in digeah land. If one tree
gives 5 kg then 15,000 kg tomatoes will be producedne view land if 3000 saplings grow out of 3&#plings. That
means the production of tomatoes will be 15 tonsre bingo land. If these tomatoes are sold iredréy session, he will
able to get fifteen rupees for per kg. The totdueawill be 15000# 15=2,25,000 rupees in per bdghd. Then the total
value of five began land will be 2,25,000# 5=1102®, rupees. Wife Thinking is also putting questions after another to
him. Thingini wants to know about the expendituféhe scheme. Jungle informed his wife that if bhbtsacts one lacks
and twenty five thousand as expenditure then atswili get net ten lacks. Again, after repaying fhivate loan also net

amount seven lacks will remain with him. With thieney if he wants, he will able to buy a new tracigain.

Due to use of low level of technology the productiof the farmers was too low. Now-a-days people’tcan
produce more crops with traditional seeds and ticadil methods which is more time consuming andileeaore manual
labor. So people cultivate with hybrid seeds andleno scientific methods. A necessity of life hasréased, so the Bodos
to go for commercial farming in order to get adtfitil income for essential commodities and servidég arrival of
modernity has smashed all these traditional metlédsiltivation. This changing scenario has begpiaed fairly in this

short story.

In the story Ashokhanda’ we get a reflection of changirsgenario of the Bodo society. We see a change yn wa
of thinking as well as living of the Bodos. Thediteonal Bodo society is rural society. In the stoMwinathi and her
husband Somjit stay in a rented house at Dhalightodernity created the urban living space. In madgr the
individual’'s choice guide life in urban society. tBaSomijit and Mwinathi are H.S. passed. Agricultigehe principal
occupation of the Bodos. Earlier they were satisfiarticipating in the process of cultivation. &l members of a family
could not think other than participating in cultiiean. In the story we see occupational changes gntioe bodies. Somijit
works as supervisor under one contractor of B.R.P.kthe short story we see massive change intivadl mindset. In the
short story we see Mwinathi wants to mix up witleisty of city or town. She wants to bring changeheir thought and
their way of life. Mwinathi wants to send theirdfirchild Alongbar in English medium school at Dbathn when Alongbar
became three years old. This is the common attitdgwesent day Bodo society. Considering the ecoa@ondition of
the family Somijit wants to send their child Alonglia Bodo medium school. But the wife Mwinathi dotrwant to send
their child in the Bodo medium L.P. School. Ratl#re wants to send their first child Alongbar irgish medium school
at Dhaligaon. Mwinathi is confident in her decisidtwinathi is the representative of thousand ofmotthose who wants
to send their children in English medium schootaad of Bodo medium school. Service man, contrattiesinessman,
cultivators and even the poorest families who Se#ling local rice-bear also send their child igish medium school in
the area where they live. So, Mwinathi also wantgite their children in English medium school. Mathi wants to
mixed-up themselves with the modern culture ordakure of the town. So, she feels shy to send glham, their first
child to Bodo medium L.P. school. Mwinathi is detémed to send their child in English medium schatoDhaligaon, if
necessary she is ready to sell local rice-bearty the school fees of their child as well as ttheoexpenditure of the
family. She brews, local rice-beer and sells itcéwingly Mwinathi send both the son and daughtamely Alongbar

and Nigeria to English medium school at Dhaligaon.

In the story'Bidinthani Lamayao Dandise’ the writer has painted a modern Bodo societyhinstory we see
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remarkable changes in their pattern of living, habelief and values. We see changes in the teaditimarriage system.
The change in marriage system is overwhelminghénstory after distributing the magazine, nameluRgja’ among the
Bodo employees of Bongaigaon Railway colony Zabeatwo the marriage ceremony in Rwmari villagds la marriage
ceremony of rich and educated family. The sittinig $Pandal) of the marriage ceremony is nicelystarcted and
decorated with modern materials like a palace. perary parking area is made for vehicles in a iager ceremony.
Many invited guests who come to attend the cerenwitly vehicles they keeps their vehicles in the gerary parking

area.

The traditional way of life is changing day by ddye to the influence of modernity. We see occupatichanges
among the Bodos in the story. New employment opities were introduced into society. Salaried pegtre new to the
Bodo people. Earlier economy of the Bodo societg Wasically dependent on the land and agriculfpr@dlucts only. In
the story Zebra is a story writer and Birjoy Muchaoes the job in govt. Office for earning money.the marriage
ceremony Zabra met Birjoy Muchary who is one of fitiends of the college time. They met each otltardong fifteen
years gape. Both of them read H.S. in Kokrajharleégel Bijou Muchary went to Delhi for higher eduoat after
completion of H.S. from Kokrajhar. On the other thafabra participated in Bodoland movement organizgdABSU
activities. Now Birjoy Muchary is a district trarmp officer of Bongaigaon. Just one month ago, &ame from Gauhati
being a district transport officer of Bongaigaomstdct. Bijou Muchary has two children. Both theildren of Birjoy
Muchary are well versed in Hindi and English. Butewof Birjoy Muchary and both the child can't talkk Bodo language.
This is the impact of modernity. The new world vigvat they encountered also brought a change inwag of thinking
as well as living. In the story while discussingitiselves Birjoy Muchary wanted to know about therae profession. He
wanted to know in which department Zabra works.rZ&db neither a serviceman nor a businessman. ldeBigdo story
writer. Bijou Muchary took ‘Phungja’ a Bodo magazifrom Zabra. Bijou Muchary feels that the readesa form
professional writer in the Bodo language also. kiekis that if the Bodo people do not make a readhailgit till then no
professional writer will bear in Bodo languageréfers to progressive outlook of Birjoy Muchary.ig s the impact of
modernity. We see change in food habits of the Bodcaditional drink of the bodies is rice-bearalitethe story we see

the use of tea and factory made liquor in a maeriz@remony.
CONCLUSIONS

From the discussion done based on the literarg t@efected from a renowned story teller (as meetabove) it
is observed that the writer has attempted to viseiahany more of the society as well as transfoionat aspects of the
way of living of the Bodos. Besides, the writereatpts to reflect social pictures and different fpeots of the society as
may be noticed in the day-to-day life and in thatemporary social context. Due to impact of modgrrioday there is a
change in traditional Bodo culture. A middle clasgiety came up from traditional Bodo society. Aawsity or needs of
life increased. Bad people have taken up the @iltm as the means of earning from the perspeofiveodern economy
and commercial viewpoint. Due to impact of modsriaitconsumerist mindset was adopted by the Bodpleedso. Bodo
people began to adopt western attire. A new econegstem emerged against the static cast basedmeorystem. The
increase in urbanization and industrialization fled Bodos to abandon their old value systems aatititsnal forms of
behavior. Different types of modern food items atltie the Bodo traditional diet. Education introddidee Bodos to a

new world view, and rid them of the fear of supésis and belief. The educated Bodo people imbibed morals,
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values and higher standard of living. Such kinds d#scriptions are vividly noticeable in the litgratext

written by the writer.
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